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June 25, 2021 

Gateway STEM Academy 
12119 16th Ave S 
Burnsville, MN 55337              via email only to: mahamudh@gatewaystemacademy.org, 

faraha@gatewaystemacademy.org, and fellowse@gatewaystemacademy.org 
 

Notice of Concern - Operations 

Dear Mr. Mahamud, Mr. Farah, and Mr. Fellows, 

This letter serves to notify you of concerns regarding the school as detailed below. A Notice of Concern 
falls within the range of interventions as outlined in the charter contract between Pillsbury United 
Communities (PUC) and the school, as filed with the Minnesota Department of Education.  (See exhibit L 
in the charter contract) 

The three main areas of concern related to the operations of Gateway STEM Academy (GSA) are website 
compliance, Epicenter reporting, and annual reports.  The concerns with each area are described in 
more detail below, as well as the steps the school must take to remediate the concerns. 

• Website Compliance – GSA’s website has been out of compliance with statute since the school 
has been operational.  Specifically, the issues identified in the 2019 and 2020 website reviews 
have not been fully remediated. These reviews are attached hereto as Attachment A. 

• Epicenter Reporting – GSA has struggled to submit items to Epicenter in a timely and completed 
fashion over the last two years.  The annual Epicenter reporting letter from 2019 and 2020 
detailing GSA’s reporting statistics and overdue submissions are attached hereto as Attachment 
B. 

• Annual Reports – GSA has not produced a statutorily required annual report on time since the 
school has been operational.  Reports are due to PUC on November 30th of each year, which is 
also the deadline by when to have said report posted to the school’s website.  To date, no 
annual reports can be found on GSA’s website.  Additionally, for the past 2 years for which an 
annual report could have been produced, GSA has not provided said report in time to review 
prior to the school’s required annual meeting with PUC.  Thus, PUC has been unable to verify 
statutory compliance with said reports in a timely manner. 

 

Steps for Remediation 

o Please remediate all identified issues on the website by July 23rd, 2021.  Additionally, 
any further issues identified in this year’s website review must be remediated by the 
identified deadline to meet expectations for website compliance. 

o To meet expectations for Epicenter reporting, 75% of documents must be submitted on-
time annually, and a school must have 95% of documents complete by June 30th of 
every year.  GSA will receive quarterly monitoring during the 2021-2022 school year to 
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determine if progress is being made toward these targets.  PUC will provide an update 
to GSA on its Epicenter timeliness and completion in the last two weeks of each quarter. 
If significant progress has not been made by December 15, 2021, further intervention 
may be required. 

o GSA must provide all outstanding annual reports to PUC by July 23rd, 2021.  Also, the 
school must submit the 2020-2021 report by November 30th, 2021. 

 

If the remediations cannot be rectified within this period, you are required to submit a plan and timeline 
for remediation to be negotiated with PUC Office of Public Charter Schools. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Samantha N. Diaz, Director 
Pillsbury United Communities – Office of Public Charter Schools 
SamanthaD@pillsburyunited.org  
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Attachment A – Website Review Letters 
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Attachment B – Epicenter Reporting Letters 
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